


     February turned out to be a windy month though not 

universally dry like one may think. Strong Pacific storms moved 

across the area on the 12
th

, 23
rd

 and 28
th

.  These systems 

produced mostly strong winds and blowing dust, though much of 

the area received some light rain along with the dust on 12
th

.  

 

     The Lordsburg Playa area seemed particularly sensitive to 

the winds in February, closing sections of Interstate 10 several 

times. Unfortunately, the wind/dust storm on the 23
rd

 claimed 

the lives of two motorists near Lordsburg.  

 

     Rainfall was spotty throughout the month, with most of the 

area west of the Rio Grande Valley reporting above normal 

precipitation, while the area to the east was well below normal. 

After a couple of months of abundant snowfall over the 

mountains, February dried up with snowfall well below normal 

over the mountains. 



     February continued the stretch of above normal 

temperatures. Of note, on February 10-11, as strong southwest 

flow developed ahead of the windstorm on the 13
th

, 

temperatures rose dramatically, with several records being 

set.  

 

     The outlook for March indicates more of the same; with 

good chances of above normal temperatures and below 

normal precipitation. 
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ENSO Forecast from March into early 

winter of 2017 

ENSO IS NOW IN A NEUTRAL PERIOD. SLIGHT FAVORING OF GOING  
TO EL NINO BY LATE SUMMER 



 

•            Abnormally Dry – D0  

•            Moderate Drought – D1   

•            Severe Drought – D2 

•            Extreme Drought – D3 
•            Exceptional – D4 

    
       February 21, 2017     November 29, 2016

Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change 



Intensity: 

      D0 - Abnormally Dry  

  D1 - Moderate Drought  

  D2 - Severe Drought  

  D3 - Extreme Drought  

  D4 - Exceptional Drought  

 

Build your own custom slider maps here at: 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/MapsandData/ComparisonSlider.aspx 

Current drought conditions for Texas as of February 21, 2016 





 
 

Temperature and precipitation data for February 2017  

in El Paso  

  

= record 



2017 year-to-date temperature and precipitation data El Paso  
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http://www.srh.noaa.gov/epz/?n=elpwindrosedata 



Date/Time Location (County) Event 

2/07/2017  415 AM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 57 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

2/07/2017  339 AM EL PASO AIRPORT-EL PASO 56 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

2/07/2017  550 AM El PASO 6NE-EL PASO 52 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

2/07/2017  237 AM OROGRANDE 28NE-OTERO 48 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

2/07/2017  345 AM WSMR MAIN POST-DONA ANA 47 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

2/12/2017  526 PM DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA 68 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

2/12/2017  815 AM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 66 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

2/12/2017  502 AM TALAVERA 2SE-DONA ANA 65 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

2/12/2017  835 AM TULAROSA 9W-OTERO 58 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

2/12/2017  837 AM OROGRANDE 28NE-OTERO 58 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

2/12/2017  654 PM SUNSPOT 1S-OTERO 54 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

2/12/2017  1003 PM EL PASO 6NW-EL PASO 53 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

2/12/2017  500 PM SANTA TERESA 5SW-DONA ANA 52 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

2/12/2017  1009 PM ROAD FORKS 6NE-HIDALGO 50 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 

2/12/2017  600 PM SUNLAND PARK-DONA ANA 48 MPH PEAK WIND GUST 



Date/Time Location (County) Event 

2/12/2017  500 PM FAYWOOD-GRANT 47 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/14/2017  843 AM CLOUDCROFT 2SW-OTERO 2.4 INCHES SNOW 

2/23/2017  125 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 81 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/23/2017  235 PM WSMR MAIN POST-DONA ANA 69 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/23/2017  152 PM EL PASO AIRPORT-EL PASO 58 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/23/2017  1159 AM EL PASO 5NE-EL PASO 56 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/23/2017  126 PM DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA 55 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/23/2017  1119 AM RODEO 3NE-HIDALGO 54 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/23/2017  521 AM CLOUDCROFT-OTERO 52 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/23/2017  149 PM DELL CITY 1N-HUDSPETH 51 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/23/2017  139 PM SUNSPOT 1S-OTERO 50 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/23/2017  1150 AM SANTA TERESA 5NW-DONA ANA 49 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/23/2017  945 AM TULAROSA 19NW-OTERO 49 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/23/2017  309 PM MAYHILL 3NW-OTERO 48 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/23/2017  400 PM CHAPARRAL 2E-OTERO 47 MPH PEAK WIND 



Date/Time Location (County) Event 

2/23/2017  200 PM SUNLAND PARK-DONA ANA 47 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/23/2017  230 PM DEMING-LUNA 47 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/23/2017  255 PM ALAMOGORDO AIRPORT-OTERO 45 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  215 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 94 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  255 PM WSMR MAIN POST-DONA ANA 74 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  307 PM SIERRA BLANCA 1SE-HUDSPETH 71 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  1259 PM EL PASO 5NE-EL PASO 69 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  1144 AM SUNSPOT 1S-OTERO 63 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  924 AM ROAD FORKS 6NE-HIDALGO 62 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  1100 AM TALAVERA 2SE-DONA ANA 60 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  115 PM LAS CRUCES AIRPORT-DONA ANA 59 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  1135 AM SANTA TERESA 5NW-DONA ANA 58 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  137 PM EL PASO AIRPORT-DONA ANA 56 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  139 PM TULAROSA 4SE-OTERO 55 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  1059 AM ORGAN-DONA ANA 54 MPH PEAK WIND 



Date/Time Location (County) Event 

2/28/2017  326 PM DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA 54 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  1125 AM OROGRANDE 4NW-OTERO 53 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  114 PM CLOUDCROFT-OTERO 52 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  1157 AM DEMING-LUNA 51 MPH PEAK WIND 

2/28/2017  1200 PM SUNLAND PARK-DONA ANA 51 MPH PEAK WIND 





Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin. 

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/
http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/

